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     The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs is accepting nominations for South 
Dakota’s “Fallen Heroes Bridge Dedication” program.  
     South Dakota has dedicated 18 bridges honoring 21 heroes since dedications started 
in 2019.  To learn more about the program and to view stories on bridge honorees, visit 
the Bridge Dedications page on the SDDVA website: https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/resources/

Fallen%20Hero%20Bridge%20Dedications/Bridge%20Heroes.aspx. 
     In 2022, South Dakota will dedicate six more state bridges in honor of fallen heroes 
that died while serving in combat or are classified as missing in action. More than 3,000 
South Dakotans have made the ultimate sacrifice. To view the list of South Dakota casu-
alties by county, visit the page listing South Dakota War Casualties by County on the 
SDDVA website: https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/resources/War%20Casualties%20y%20County.aspx 
     Naming South Dakota bridges in memory of our fallen gives us an opportunity for 
remembrance, reflection, and respect – honoring the men and women who gave 
their lives in service to this nation. They cherished liberty and loved freedom enough 
to lay down their lives to preserve our way of life.  
     The family of fallen hero Greg Wagner expressed their appreciation for the bridge 
dedication program in 2021.  Wagner's brother Dan said, "We are infinitely appreciative 
and thankful for the honor bestowed on us by Governor Kristi Noem and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in honoring our hero.” “South Dakota’s fallen hero bridge ded-
ication is wonderful and with the naming of the bridge over the James River on SD High-
way 38, we now have another way to keep our hero's memories alive.”  
     Nominations are due by April 1 to the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 
with all supporting documentation attached. The simple, online form is available on the 
Bridge Dedications page on the SDDVA website at: 
https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/resources/Fallen%20Hero%20Bridge%20Dedications/SDDOM%20SDDVA%20Bri
dge%20Naming%20Application.pdf. 

     Nominators are encouraged to indicate their preferred state bridge site for their re-
spective hero. 

Nominations for fallen hero 

bridge dedications due April 1 

https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/resources/Fallen%20Hero%20Bridge%20Dedications/Bridge%20Heroes.aspx
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     The South Dakota House of Representatives and Senate, both recognized 
the Vietnam Veterans of American Chapter 1054 in their opening session 
Wednesday afternoon, February 16.    
     Representative Nancy York introduced House Commemoration 8002 com-
mending and honoring them for their philanthropy, military funeral honors, 
flag donations, and honoring healthcare workers.  Senator Larry Zikmund high-
lighted all the great things this Chapter has done in their region and through-
out the State. 
     The Chapter is the twelfth largest of the six hundred and fifty active chap-
ters in the United States, with more than five hundred veteran members and 
over seventy associate members. 
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Veterans coffee 

     Brookings County Veterans Service Officer 
Courtney VanZanten was busy hosting outreach 
events this week in Brookings.     
     During her “coffee with veterans” at the Kool 
Beans Coffee Shop in Brookings, and on the 
South Dakota State University campus, VanZan-
ten had presentations by Jay Hunter and Grant 
Dorothy from the VA Whole Health program.   
     

      VanZanten and SDDVA Field Service Officer Brett Dicker-
son were on hand to answer questions veterans had regard-
ing their benefits.   
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     Members of South Dakota Army National Guard's Warrant Officer Candidate School class 22-001 gathered 
to present their class song and sign to the state command chief warrant officer, Feb. 5, at Fort Meade. 
     The song and sign presentation is a tradition with the Warrant Officer Cohort and builds esprit de corps 
within the class and facilitates communication among the candidates. 
     "The sign and song presentation is a long-standing tradition in Warrant Officer Candidate School, both at 
Fort Rucker and at Regional Training Institutes around the country," said Chief Warrant Officer 3 Kylan Har-
rington, 196th Regional Training Institute senior training, advising and counseling officer. "It signifies the class 
coming together and taking pride in their ac-
tions as a team as opposed to being individu-
als." 
     The class worked together throughout the 
course to come up with a unique sign and 
song that depicts the classes’ journey togeth-
er. 
     Warrant Officer Candidate School is a truly 
unique school for a select group of individu-
als. Warrant officers make up only three per-
cent of the total Army force. 
     Warrant officers are experts in their field 
and advise their units on every aspect of the 
subject area they have mastered over their 
military career.  
     Becoming a warrant officer can expand a 
soldier's opportunities professionally. They could potentially become a member of an elite group of experts, 
developing themselves and leading others. 
     "Many warrant officers attend specialty schools in their career fields which, in turn, increases civilian job 
opportunities," said Harrington. "Attending Warrant Officer Candidate School will challenge you physically 
and mentally, but you grow tremendously as a leader and as a soldier in the Guard during your time there." 
     If any soldier is considering the warrant officer career path, Harrington says they shouldn't hesitate to 
reach out. "We are happy to answer any questions or concerns you might have," he said. 
      For more information on becoming a warrant officer, contact Chief Warrant Officer 4 Brenda Laurenti at 
(605) 737-6230 or brenda.l.laurenti2.mil@army.mil.   

mailto:brenda.l.laurenti2.mil@army.mil
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VA PROPOSES UPDATES TO 

RATING SCHEDULE FOR 

RESPIRATORY, AUDITORY AND 

MENTAL DISORDERS 
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     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs is proposing changes to the VA Schedule for Rating Disa-
bilities specifically pertaining to the respiratory, auditory, and mental disorders body systems. 
     The proposed updates to the rating schedule for these conditions will enable VA to incorporate modern 
medical data and terminology to provide veterans with more accurate and consistent decisions. 
     “Veterans who currently receive compensation for a service-connected condition in these body systems 
will not have their disability rating impacted when the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities is updated,” said 
Thomas Murphy, Northeast district director, performing the delegable duties of the undersecretary for bene-
fits. “Updating the rating schedule allows veterans to receive decisions based on the most current medical 
knowledge relating to their condition.” 
     By incorporating modern medical data in the assessment of disabilities and how they impact earning ca-
pacity, veterans will receive evaluations which more accurately compensate them for their service-connected 
disabilities. Proposed updates include: 
• Modernizing the evaluative rating criteria for sleep apnea, using developments in medical knowledge to 

evaluate it based on its responsiveness to treatment, bringing the rating criteria for sleep apnea more 
closely in line with the stated purpose of the rating schedule. 

• Evaluating tinnitus (ringing in the ears) as a symptom of the underlying disease which causes it, rather 
than as a stand-alone disability. 

• Evaluating mental health conditions based on a more robust and holistic approach that assesses how im-
pactful the disability is to cognition, interpersonal relationships, task completion, life activities and self-
care. Additionally, the proposed evaluation criteria include a 10% minimum evaluation for having one or 
more service-connected mental health conditions and will no longer require “total occupational and so-
cial impairment” to attain a 100% evaluation. 

     No change to a veteran’s current rating would occur due to these proposed changes. If the proposed 
changes are finalized, veterans who currently receive compensation for a service-connected condition can 
apply for increased compensation, but no reductions shall be made unless an improvement in the veteran’s 
disability is shown to have occurred. 
     The public has 60 days to provide comments to the VA regarding the two proposed updates via the Feder-
al Register notices located here. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ad275643432556b9dda942343fb89296&mc=true&node=pt38.1.4&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ad275643432556b9dda942343fb89296&mc=true&node=pt38.1.4&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-38/chapter-I/part-4
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Congressman johnson 

visits sddva and honors 

Vietnam veterans 
     This week U.S. Congressman Dusty Johnson stopped by the 
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs office to visit with 
Secretary Greg Whitlock about issues relating to veterans and 
their families. 
     Later that afternoon, Congressman Johnson presented lapel 
pins to Vietnam Veterans from around the Pierre area.  John-
son’s recognition is part of the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam 
War commemoration.    
 
 



State veterans home 
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     The South Dakota De-
partment of Veterans 
Affairs is so thankful for all 
the partners that continue 
to support our residents at 
the Michael J. Fitzmaurice 
State Veterans Home.  Our 
partners are from every 
corner of the state and 
provide so many gifts and 
contributions throughout 
the year.     
     Linda Kane from Lusk, 
Wyoming brought two beautiful lap blankets that she made for our veterans. Linda belongs to the Wyoming 
Homemakers Club and she chose our Home for her projects. 
     A big shout out and thank you to the Hot Springs Family Dollar and their community partners who donat-
ed over 200 red and pink heart-shaped balloons for our residents and staff.    
     It is said that love is the strength and beauty that brings music 
to our souls.   It is obvious that our partners believe in the im-
portance of love.   
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Stand Up for Women Veterans Registration, Sat, Mar 26, 2022 at 8:30 AM | Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/stand-up-for-women-veterans-registration-171294104277
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Feb 18-20—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Feb 21—State Offices Closed 
Feb 26-27—SD Vietnam Veterans & Era Reunion—Moose Lodge—Mitchell  
Feb 27-Mar 2—DAV Mid Winter Conference—Washington, DC 
Feb 27-Mar 3—National VFW Legislative Conference—Washington, DC 
Mar 4—USD/SBASD Free Drop-In Legal Clinic—Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell Street)—Sioux  
     Falls—9:00 am—4:00 pm (CT) 
Mar 5—USD/SBASD Free Drop-In Legal Clinic—VFW—(520 Main Avenue)—Brookings—9:00 am—4:00 pm (CT) 
Mar 10—Crossroads—Virtual Event—5:15 pm—8:00 pm (MT) 
Mar 26—Stand Up for Women Veterans Retreat—Our Savior Lutheran Church (909) W. 33rd Street)—Sioux  
     Falls—8:30 am—1:30 pm (CT) 
Apr 4—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Apr 8-10—DAV of South Dakota State Convention—Rushmore Hotel and Suites (445 Mt. Rushmore Road)— 
     Rapid City 
Apr 20—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Military Heritage Alliance Building—Spirit of America Room—(1600 W.  
     Russell Street)—Sioux Falls—9:00 am (CT) 
Jun 9-12—State VFW Convention—4-H Fairgrounds—Mitchell 
Jun 12—Midwest Honor Flight Annual Honor Ride—SD Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls 
Jun 16-19—State American Legion Conference—Watertown 
Jul 11—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul 18-23—National Veterans Golden Age Games—Sioux Falls 
Aug 6-9—DAV National Convention—Orlando, FL 
Aug 14-19—Military Order of the Purple Heart National Convention—Rapid City 

Aug 15-17—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School 
Sep 1—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sep 1-5—South Dakota State Fair 
Oct 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Dec 17—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls— 
     11:00 am (CT) 
 

 

 

 

 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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